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By Judy Knauer 


‘the night. 


o 


not, afi. Shing knife is important. 


The crawlspace under the porch-was— 


- crammed with wooden planks and rails 
-and roof edging. And there it was, lying” 
right on top of the junk wood. Not the 


knife. 


co A: ‘Stave. headstone. 


‘Ohne hundred and fi fen, years old. 


‘The boys, Nathan Schaffer and Brad Gant 
of Fairbury, pulled the heavy grave marker 
from under the porch and shined the flashlight 
beam: on it. "Gone.To Rest" it said. Then, 


. quite plainly, "Willie, son of J.T. 


Purdum, died. Aug. 27, 1874; Age.1. yr., 1-mo. 

17d." The name Willic is carved’ within a - 

‘fancy border, and,a reclining famb i is carved ' 
l above it. 


What Barbara Schaffer, Nathan‘ s- 


. mother, wanted to know is how the 
` grave stone came to be there. Was a 
grave also under the porch, she won- 


dered. An admittéd lover of mystery. 


novels, she speculated out loud about 
the way objects inside the house had 
mysteriously moved and maybe it 
was the baby's ghost wanting to play. 

The boys just looked at one 


another and grinned, uncertainty. in , 
‘their eyes. Either Nathan's mom was’: 


a real kidder or there was something 


-of the two boys, Alesha Schaffer, 11, 


- „and Andrea Gant, 42, seemed to 


believe it, as they gleefully added 
their own story of a big ball moving 
on its own in an upstairs bedroom in 
the home at 310°W. Ash. ` , 

` ` But everybody knows how little 


. sisters tend to exaggerate. The boys 
weren't buying it and now began to . 
doubt Nathan's mom, | o=: 


_ The next-day, as bright sunlight 
hit the older, two-story white: frame 


home with black shutters at the win-.. 


. dows, it seemed the, logical thing to 


do was track down the original site 
of the sandstone marker, 5 , 


-It was Halloween Eve when’ fhe boys 
found it, opening youthful imaginations 
to the possibilities of wandering appar: 

“HES tae tober things shat go benp in 


, And this particular night was ‘gravely 
black, so they had used a flashlight, as 
they removed the long piece of wooden. 
rails from beneath the porch along one 
side. One of the boys had lost his fishing 
knife. It had been lying-on the top of the 
rail, but now it was gone, and dark or. 


& MJ. 


er placed on the rail. 


Staff photos by 


The task was left to the curious 
“newspaper reporter. 

_. A call to Dr. John McDonald, 

keeper of records at Graceland 

“cemetery, the closest cemetery to the 


.. to. what she was saying! The sisters discovery, found four Pardunis 
buried, there, but none indicated a ` 


connection to Willie. Though the old 
plot books dated back to 1839, 
Willie wasn't in them. ` 

"Sometimes-these-_fellas.didn't__+ 
mark. them down," McDonald said. 
"One guy. would keep. it in his head 
and thén forget to write it down in 
the book." : $ 

County records only dalod back 
to 1878: i 
' Newspapers: on film at Dominy 
Memorial library went back far 
enough — one copy of an 1868 
- paper, a couple for 1871 — but noth- 
ing for 1874. 

The old, bound newspapers in 


NATHAN SCHAFFER, 13, at left, and Brad 
‘Gant, 14, found this 115 year old grave marker 
under the front porch at'310 W: Ash, Fairbury. The. 

- boys had removed the railed piece along the side 

- of the porch and. crawled into the tight space to 
search for Gant's fishing knife, which he had earli- 


Judy Knauer 
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_ The Blade vault proved to’ be the 
` same. There were no copies of 1874 
‘local newspapers. to be had. 
(However, reading about the current 
fights between the whites and 


Moduc. and Apache Indians in 1868 ` 
y ene ChOTBHE there was a Purdum connec- Char les and his wile, "Nita", were 


“was interesting.) 

Jim Roberts, - the: walking, 
breathing history book at Cornbelt 
Press, came up with a couple’ of- 
-names of.Purdum relatives. 


~- Their phones rang, unanswered. 


Then a call was. madc to the 
Fairbury Gossip: Depository, better 
known äs the residence of correspon- 
dent Sharon Walter. 


Detectives have just got to love .. 


small towns. Coincidence is blatant 
and remarkable memories are every- 
where! 

The ‘Walters live in one of two 
homes built in the spring of 1904 by ` 


Jonathon Pence. Charles A>Purdum 


and his wife, Ethel Anita, had lived. 


there. It became known as Ane 
Purdum House. © 

Sharon Walter offered the name 
Emily Gibb of Piper City. She 


tion. stä . 

Bingo! 

Emily Purdum ‘Gibb, 72, is the 
granddaughter of John (J.T.) Purdum 
and Mary (M.J.) Purdum. 

She knew about Willic. 


” < 


Willie was the uncle she never - 


met because of his carly death duc 


-to, what she believes, was pncumo-., 


nia. , x AR 

"It was a common. thing back 
then for little ones to get pneumonia. 
There was nothing they could do for 


` them because they didn't Nave peni- 


cillin." 


s Wille: was. buried in’ Lawndalė : 


cemctery. south of Weston, not far 
- from: the Purdum homestead wie 
John T. farmed. ne 

John. T. mi Mary Jane Purdum 
had- two other sons, John Leonard, 
who never marricd, and Charles ‘A; 


THIS GRAVESTONE, marking the death of baby Willie Purdtim in 


1874, prompted a mystery when it was discovered by two youths on 
the night of Halloween. Eve, under the front porgh at 310 W. Ash, 


Fairbury. _ - 


of her uncle's headstone, but it jarred 


“hér memory and family history 


>WCre__oured-forth. 


the parents of Emily and Charles 


‘Her grandfather, John T., was an. 


Hugh. Charles Hugh and his family ~ avid fisherman. At the age of 49, the 


lived, Tor a while, at 310 W. Ash, 


“where_the- grave--stone-was-diseov-—fishing wip in California standing on — 
“a rock when the tide came in and ` 


-ered-by-the. two boys. oy 


Emily Purdum Gibb believes 
her brother must have replaced the 


headstone of their Uncle Willie with ` 
a new, flat marker and stored the old. - 
one-under the porch.. She doesn't 


know for sure, because he never told 


her about it: He died about 10 years 


ago. l ` 


Emily was both surprised and 
shocked at the news of the discovery 


sport caused: his death: He was on a 


according to Emily. She traveled to 


Bloomingion ‘on several occasions ` 
—for-the -presbytery;-having“to’stay the = 


night because it was the 1890s and 
travelers seemingly had to inch their | 
way along such distances. 


caught him. Mary Jane never recov- 


ered. from the-loss of her husband 
and ‘died about seven years later | 


from what Emily says was a broken 
heart. a 
Her parents, Charles A. and 


"Nita" were quite active in the- 


Masons and Presbyterian church, 
respectively, Mrs. Purdum was in the 
choir‘and was: one of the first presi- 


dents of the Bloomington Presbytery, 


-Emily is hoping the two boys, } 


Nathan and Brad, will allow-the 


‘Purdum family to take. back posses- . 


sion of Willic’ s headstone. 
The boys probably won't mind, 


‘especially if it means that’ the ghost 


will disappcar and objects will stop 
moving on their own. Trouble is, the ` 


‘ghost may have alrcady absconded 


with the fishing knife. 
. The toys never did find it. 


Kwid Extinction. 


Look Who's 
"SO ss , 


McCLURE FARM DRAINAGE 

* Down-Spout Hook-up 

. Drainage 

e Back Hoe Service 

* Laser Equipment 

* Tile Repair _ 

* Water Line Repair & 
Installation 

+ Boring » Underground 2 

_- Bulldozing & Water Way 

installatio ae 


° Septic Tanks | a 
* Seepage Systems 
* Septic & Seepage Repair - 
e Septic Tanks Pumps 
State Licensed & Insured 
Have a Happy Day 
„PH, 723-6032 | 


Chatsworth Legion Hail 


Dance 
"Captain Rat & The Blind Rivets” 


November 17 ` 


$5 Admission 


& Holiday Open House, 1000, Warren St.; St. Paul's ‘Lutheran Church aa 


DR. KATHLEEN M. DURHAM. 
reminds you that along: with our new dental office - 
located at 110 NORTH SECOND STREET, FAIRBURY, 
~- ~ we have a NEW phone number! 


(815) 692-4683 
Our former number is no longer in service. 
Our patient hours are: ~ 


' Mon. 8-5 Thurs. 8-5. 
Tues. 8-6 Fri. 9-5 
Some Sat. 8-12 


9-12 a.m. 


i p” "Home of Historical Scott House" e 1 
| - Sat. Nov. 18 & Sun. Nov. 19 


Cafe & Lounge, The Needle Crale, Country Haaat ahe 
Gifts, Kat-E-Korner Porcelain Dolls, Antique Mall of Chenoa,,. : Memory . 


Ç 
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Lane Antiques and The Trading Station Antiques. ofA 
aN SPEC N EN 
C-RA SATURDAY: Firewives Craft Show at the grade- school; “Mary Kay” LSA 


oo. 


"Holiday Treasures". Bazaar; Chenoa Pharmaçy & Gifts 100th 


A Anniversary Open House; Avon Open House, 625 Warren St.; Avon 
, Christmas Open House, Red Room at Steve's Cafe. 3 
pe SATURDAY & SUNDAY: Green Thumb ‘Gardens Christmas Open House. - 


SA shoppers Guides available at participating stores. & special events 


re 
Be 
ps 
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Dwight Craft Guild presents — 
"A Festival of Crafts". 
Saturday, Nov. wu 

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 


Dwight High School Gymnasium, South 
Franklin Street and Dwight Grade School 
~ Gymnasium, South Columbian Street. 
Dollar donation at the door. Lunch available. | 


` 


.(112 Craftsmen will be presenting a unique array of — 


high ey hand crafted items.) 


Serving Dinner: 

5-10 p.m., Tues.-Sat. 
“Sunday, 11 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Moderate Prices--Daily Specials 


_ Tuesday... 
` Wednesday . 


a eap seer ssessens. 


wabeseesaeseases: 


Sunday ......sssesserverensecoesensees 


Sania and Party Facilities 
Rte. 24 West, Fairbury, IL - 


Rte. 24 West, Fairbury, IL 


pyc Delicious Way — 


America’s Gut or Orange Roughy 
ee iio main Rib 


REEE _nenROast Beef (noon only) 


supper club & bowling 
692-2443 


To End Bout Day 


a Csttian 
soerseasseterssensseeceseerene HOS OF Giblets 


tloin or America's Cut 


with mashed potatoes l 


PLAY IT SMART... GET INTO Ž 


r GREAT TAKE-OUT - 
a JUST $5.95. 


Now at Monical’s, get a Large (16”) 
Thin Crust ‘Cheese & Sausage Pizza 
to. go for just $5.95 plus tax. 


Offer good on Carry-Out 
Sunday thru Thursday 


‘ 


$ 
r3 


at participating stores. / K l 


Also available with-a 
2-Liter Bottle of Pepsi 
for just $1. 35 additionál.. 
Offer ‘Expires November 19, 1989 


‘ Present this coupon when picking up. ọrder. 


Fairbury 692-4302 _ 
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